
About this newsletter

This is the official newsletter of the 201V3
district of Lions International.  201 is Australia
& PNG and V3 is a district that covers clubs in
the area shown above.
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ROAR!
NEW PEARLY GATES
FOR PAYNESVILLE

The Paynesville community recently
celebrated the official reopening of the
stunning cemetery ceremonial gates, a
milestone event led by Paynesville
Community Bank Manager Jack Van Eyck.
This occasion marked a significant
achievement in a collaborative project
spearheaded by the Paynesville Lions
Club, the Paynesville Cemetery Trust, and
the Paynesville Men’s Shed. Together,
these groups worked tirelessly to enhance
the cemetery’s frontage, breathing new
life into this cherished local landmark. The
project was made possible through a
generous $17,000 grant from the
Paynesville Community Bank, which
provided the essential funding to bring
this vision to reality. The upgraded gates
stand as a testament to the power of
community partnership and dedication,
enhancing the cemetery’s entrance for all
to appreciate.

Lions enjoy a celebratory lunch

The pearly gates swing open

Lions President John Waller and Bank Manager Jack Van Eyck officially open the gates

The Paynesville Cemetery, located on
Paynesville Road just west of the town,
has served as a resting place for the
community since its establishment in
1897. The land was originally granted by
the James family, a prominent local name,
with the site formally laid out in 1886
before being taken over by the Bairnsdale
Shire Council in 1894. 

The cemetery reflects the area’s rural
heritage, featuring traditional monuments,
memorial plaque walls, and a lawn
cemetery section. Over the years, it has
grown alongside Paynesville, transitioning
from a quiet, agricultural backdrop to a
site increasingly bordered by residential
development. 
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DISTRICT CABINET REPORTS

DISTRICT GOVERNOR’S
REPORT

CABINET SECRETARY’S
REPORT

It’s hard to realise that we only have three
months of this Lions year to go so I hope
all the clubs have organised their new
boards for the year 2025/2026. It would
be great if you could all have new
members involved in your boards to bring
those new ideas we all need to keep us
going. Please Secretaries send in your
PU101 now so that i can update the
information for the new directory for the
Multiple District.

Just a reminder of what I now need from
each Secretary –

PU101 return for new club board
members
Details of your delegates for the MD
Convention in Traralgon
Details of members who have passed
away since the last MD Convention
(Last May)
Members to register for the MD
Convention in May at Traralgon

I hope as many members as possible can
attend the MD Convention from 2nd May
to 5th May at Traralgon as it will be a long
time before we have another MD
Convention in our own back yard, so
please consider attending and learning
more about Lions, meet old friends and
gain new ones, but most of all enjoy
yourself.

Food vans will be provided for you to
obtain food so you will not have to leave
the venue.

A notice re the opening of the BBQ and
Disabled Area at Licola Village on July 6th
at 11am to dedicate this new facility in
memory of PDG Peter McShane. PDG
Peter did a power of work for Licola and
this is one way of honouring his memory.
Lunch will be provided free after the
dedication ceremony. 

Please keep working for your communities
and assist District Governor Ian to achieve
his goals as the year goes on.

Yours in Lions
Terry
Cab Sec
“Service with a Smile” 

WELFARE REPORT
DG Ian and the members of District 201
V3 would like to pass on their sincere
condolences to Lion Marguerite Byrne
from the Lions Club of Licola Wilderness
Village. Marguerite’s brother, Allan
Bounader passed away on Saturday, 15
March, he will be sadly missed by family
and friends.

Condolences are also extended to Lion
Peter Mathews from the Lions Club of
Moe. Peter’s sister recently passed away,
she will be sadly missed by family and
friends.

The Lions Club of Mt Eliza would like to
welcome new member Bobby Bajram.
Bobby was a guest speaker at the District
Convention held in Mt Eliza last year.
Bobby has suffered from MS for over 40
years and has the goal of climbing Mt
Everest in 2026, where he will plant a
Lions flag, we will be at the top of the
world. We welcome Bobby to the Lions
family.

Please let me know if you have any news
to be included in the Welfare Report.

Thank you all for joining your 
respective clubs and we hope you
will enjoy working with and enjoying
the company of your fellow Lions.

Sandra Faull
District 201V3 Welfare Chairman
0417 531 211

Dear Fellow Lions,
As we step into April, our anticipation
builds for the upcoming Multiple District
Convention in Traralgon, scheduled for
May 2-5. This gathering is not just a
meeting; it's a vibrant showcase of Lions
Australia in action, and I encourage each
of you to join us, even if only for a day. It
promises to be a remarkable opportunity
to connect, learn, and celebrate the spirit
of service that defines us.

A Spotlight on Service: Ride for Sight 
This year, we are thrilled to highlight our
major project, Ride for Sight, during the
convention. Thanks to your incredible
efforts and commitment, we are on track
to reach a record-breaking target in funds
raised for our cherished beneficiary, the
Centre for Eye Research Australia. This
achievement speaks volumes about what
we can accomplish when we come
together for a common cause.

Our Big Audacious Mission 
With just two months left in this Lions
year, our mission to grow our membership
remains as critical as ever. Remember,
each new Lion expands our capacity for
service and strengthens our community
impact. Let's keep pushing forward,
inviting new members to join us in our
journey of service and fellowship.

Join Us at Traralgon 
I urge all to attend the convention—renew
old friendships, forge new ones, and
witness firsthand the impact of our
collective efforts. Whether you can spare a
day or stay for the entire event, your
presence will contribute greatly to our
shared experience and continued success.
Together, let's make this convention a
memorable milestone in our Lions year
and continue to serve with the joy and
dedication that exemplify our great
organization.

Yours in service, 

Ian Davey
District Governor
Service with a Smile
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BUILDING STRONG CHILDREN

PEACE POSTER AND
ESSAY CONTEST

HIGHLIGHTS
Celebrating Young Visionaries of Peace

It;s time to spotlight the winners of the
2024-25 Peace Poster and Essay
Contests, themed Peace Without Limits,
and share exciting details about the
upcoming 2025-2026 contest, Together
As One.

2024-25 Peace Poster Winners: Art That
Transcends Borders

The 2024-25 Grand Prize Winner of the
Peace Poster Contest is Shuwen Wang, a
talented 13-year-old from China. Her
artwork, sponsored by the Dalian Delong
Lions Club, captures the essence of peace
without boundaries, blending vibrant
imagery with a universal message of
harmony. Shuwen’s poster stood out
among thousands of entries worldwide,
earning her the prestigious international
title. 

Closer to home, the Constitutional Area 7
Poster Winner is Kyerra Lorraine Coombe,
also 13 years old, hailing from Indonesia.
Sponsored by the Batam Centre Lions
Club, Kyerra’s poster reflects a powerful
interpretation of peace that resonates
deeply within our region. Her merit award
is a testament to the creativity and
passion of young artists who dare to
dream beyond limits.

These posters serve as a reminder that
peace is a universal language, spoken
through the bold strokes and imaginative
visions of our youth.

2024-25 Essay Winner: Words That
Inspire

In addition to the poster contest, the
2024-25 essay competition invited young
writers to articulate their thoughts on
Peace Without Limits. This year’s winner is
Robert Hunt, an 11-year-old from New
Zealand, sponsored by the Lower Hutt
Host Lions Club. 

The 2024-25 Grand Prize Winning Poster, by Shuwen Wang

Robert’s essay weaves a compelling
narrative about a world where peace
knows no borders, showcasing his
remarkable ability to express profound
ideas with clarity and heart. His words
inspire us all to envision a future where
unity and understanding prevail.

Looking Ahead: The 2025-2026 Contest
– “Together As One”

As we celebrate this year’s achievements,
we’re excited to announce the theme for
the 2025-2026 Peace Poster and Essay
Contest: **“Together As One.”** 

The Peace Poster and Essay Contests are
more than competitions, they’re
opportunities for young people to shape
the conversation around peace and unity.
Through art and words, these students
remind us that when we come together,
there are no limits to what we can
achieve.

Stay tuned for more updates, and
encourage the young visionaries in your
life to participate in next year’s contest.
Together, let’s build a world where peace
knows no boundaries and unity drives us
forward.
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BUILDING STRONG CHILDREN

TOGETHER AS ONE
“TOGETHER AS ONE” is the theme for
2025-2026 Peace Poster Contest (along
with the Essay Contest for those children
who are visually impaired or have colour
blindness).

When we come together, we can do
amazing things. This year, we are inviting
students around the world to envision what
can happen when a diverse group of people
unites around a common cause or goal.
Imagine a world where we all come together
as one!  

The Peace Poster is an art contest for young
people conducted internationally by Lions
Clubs International. The age bracket for
students is 11, 12 and 13 years of age by 15
November 2025.  These contests are easy
to organise, usually through your local
schools. If your club would like to try
something refreshingly different here is a
project just for you. A letter and
attachments has been emailed to all clubs in
respect to the guide and rules 
 
Details:

Drawings must be no smaller than 33cm
x 50cm or no larger than 50cm x 60cm –
A2 size paper fits the criteria
Art paper: to be flexible material so that
it can be rolled up for mailing tube.
All artist’s signatures or initials should
be written on the back of the poster
Winner Sticker – attach on the back –
lower right-hand corner on winning
entry.

Peace Essay Contest:

The Lions International Peace Essay is for
visually impaired children in the same age
bracket. Details of the Peace/Essay rules are
in the Kit and have been emailed to all clubs.
Clubs can purchase their Kits from Lions
Australia On-Line Shop:
www.lionsclubsshop.com.au. The cost is
$25.00 plus postage or, you may elect to
purchase a digital download available
through the LCI shop at a cost of US$11.95.

The Constitutional Area 7 Poster Winner, by Kyerra Lorraine Coombe

At School level posters or essays must be
completed by 7 October 2025 in
readiness for your local Lions Club to
arrange judging and then all School
winners will proceed to the Lions District
judging to take place in Warragul on
Saturday 25, October, 2025.

Here are some great incentives for
students to enter.
Prizes are below:

Club Level – Clubs decide on the prize
and arrange payment of their prize
District Level – District Winner –
District donates a $100 voucher and
two runner up vouchers of $50

Multiple District Level – The Australian
Winner receives $200 and a trophy
International Level – International
Winner USD$5,000 and a Peace
trophy.and get to travel to the MD
Convention in 2026 and also overseas
at the Lion International Convention

Should you require any further information
please contact myself on 0438 044 346 or
glenfern99@yahoo.com.au

Lion Glenda Paragreen
V3 Peace Poster District Co-ordinator 

http://www.lionsclubsshop.com.au/
mailto:glenfern99@yahoo.com.au
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CLUB CORNER

MCCRAE’S GOT US
COVERED

This photo was taken by a reporter from
the local newspaper The Advertiser. An
article in the paper featured the work
done by the Lions Club of Phillip Island.
I've included a summary of the article:

The Lions Club of Phillip Island runs
Steptoes Emporium in Dunsmore Road,
Cowes; and profits from the enterprise
fund the wonderful community support
program the club has operated for the
past 55 years. Donations of good quality
household goods are put on display and
sold on Saturday & Sunday mornings. All
profits from sales go directly back into the
community through the Lions Club. Recent
donations: Cowes Primary School,
Disabled surfers, Community Hospital,
Wildlife projects, Homeless youth, local
Church community meal, Flying Doctors,
Doctors without borders, Kids with cancer
- for just some examples.

PHILLIP ISLAND LIONS IN THE NEWS 

Tents Bring Shelter and 
Hope to Those in Need

In a heartfelt display of compassion and
community spirit, the McCrae Lions Club
recently received a warm thank-you from
Anne-Maree and Graham of Vinnies
Kitchen for a generous donation that’s
making a tangible difference in the lives of
local families and individuals. The club
provided 24 three-person tents, an act of
kindness sparked by a story that touched
the hearts of Lions members Nina and
Colin.

It all began when Nina and Colin learned
of a mother and her four children, as well
as a single woman with her child, who
were enduring the hardship of sleeping in
their cars. Moved by their plight, the
McCrae Lions sprang into action, rallying
their resources to secure the tents. On
March 20, 2025, the donation was
delivered to Vinnies Kitchen, a local
organization dedicated to supporting the
vulnerable, where Anne-Maree and
Graham expressed their deep gratitude for
the Lions’ swift and thoughtful response.

The impact was immediate: two families
now have a safer, more comfortable place
to rest, shielded from the elements as
they navigate challenging times. But the
generosity didn’t stop there. The
remaining tents are slated for distribution
to others experiencing homelessness,
offering a lifeline to rough sleepers across
the region. This initiative underscores
Lions’ commitment to addressing urgent
needs with practical solutions, one act of
service at a time.

Club members at Phillip Island’s secondhand Steptoes outlet.
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CLASSIFIEDS

WIN TRAILER/TOOLS! Hurry before they’re all gone!  Over 6,000 already sold.

CATERING VAN FOR SALE

If you don’t win the trailer, buy this van!  
Contact Lion Jeff Cooper of the Lions Club
of Omeo on 03 5159 1515 and he will
look after you.

If your club is holding a raffle, selling
items or needs to advertise anything else
relating to Lions please send to:
v3newsletter@gmail.com
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SERVICE EXPANSION

Looking to Expand your Club’s  
Activities?

We are part of a global service
organisation with over 46,000 clubs and
1.4 million members across 200+
countries, and we are dedicated to
improving communities through eight key
causes.  This article explores these
causes, and looks into levels of global
involvement.  Perhaps there are areas you
are not currently involved with that
represent real needs within your
community?  

Lions clubs throughout the world address
diverse needs through the following
causes, each with specific activities:

Childhood Cancer
Grants for hospital upgrades, family
support spaces, awareness
campaigns.
Approx 5,000 clubs involved; avg. 5-
10 hours/week per club.

Diabetes
Care centre enhancements,
screenings, awareness walks, youth
camps.
Approx 6,000 clubs; avg. 5-15
hours/week.

Disaster Relief
Immediate aid (food, water), long-
term recovery projects.
Approx 4,000 clubs; avg. 5-10
hours/week.

Environment
Conservation (gardens, recycling),
environmental education.
Approx 7,000 clubs; avg. 5-10
hours/week.

Humanitarian Efforts
Large-scale grants, support for
disabilities, partnerships.
Approx 8,000 clubs; avg. 5-15
hours/week.

REINVIGORATE YOUR
CLUB

Hunger
Food distribution, school feeding
programs, community gardens.
Approx 6,000 clubs; avg. 5-10
hours/week.

Vision
Eyeglass recycling, eye banks, vision
screenings.
Approx 10,000 clubs; avg. 5-10
hours/week.

Mental Health & Well-Being
Awareness programs, youth initiatives
(e.g., Lions Quest).
Approx 4,000 clubs; avg. 5-10
hours/week.

Opportunities for Expansion

Clubs can broaden their impact by (for
example):

Applying for LCIF grants (e.g.,
$10,000-$150,000 for hunger or
diabetes projects).
Hosting events like vision screenings
or diabetes walks.
Partnering with local organisations for
disaster prep or environmental efforts.

Getting involved in new areas of service,
or expanding your existing services, can
potentially lead to an increase in
membership and contribute to the
ongoing health of your club.  But best of
all, you’ll be helping more people who
need support.  That is, after all, what
we’re here for!

LIONS QUEST FOR
CHILD WELL-BEING

Lions Quest, a global program backed by
Lions Clubs International Foundation
(LCIF), is dedicated to enhancing the
social, emotional, and personal
development of children and teens.
Launched in 1975 by Rick Little and fully
embraced by LCIF in 2002, it has
impacted over 20 million students across
110 countries. Grounded in Social and
Emotional Learning (SEL), Lions Quest
teaches essential life skills—self-
awareness, relationship building, and
decision-making—to foster resilience and
well-being.

The program offers age-specific curricula:
*Skills for Growing* (K-4) builds
foundational SEL skills; *Skills for
Adolescence* (Grades 5-8) targets
bullying and substance use prevention;
and *Skills for Action* (Secondary School)
focuses on leadership and service. With
over 760,000 educators trained and
resources like student journals and digital
tools, Lions Quest integrates seamlessly
into classrooms. It also engages families
and communities through shared activities
and service projects, creating a supportive
network for kids.

Research underscores its success: studies
show reduced drug use, improved
behavior, and safer school environments.
The recently updated 6th edition
addresses contemporary challenges like
cyberbullying and mental health.



Thanks for reading!
Please send your news for
the May edition.
All submissions to
v3newsletter@gmail.com. 
DEADLINE APRIL 23

...AND LAST BUT DEFINITELY NOT LEAST

Lions District 201V3 Secretary: 
PDG Terry Hayler
Email:  tha89654@bigpond.net.au

Newsletter Team Contact: 
Paul Andrews
Email: v3newsletter@gmail.com

National Volunteer Week is
Australia’s largest annual
celebration of volunteering and will
be next held on 19-25 May 2025. 
We here at Australian Lions Hearing
Dogs (ALHD) commemorate this
special week as one of the most
important weeks in our calendar
year. It  is an annual celebration of
the individuals who go above and
beyond to help a cause in which
they believe in.  For us here at
ALHD we cannot do what we do
without the help of those who so
selfishly lend their t ime and
commitment towards us.

Our organisation and Assistance
Dog programs operate on the trust
and help from volunteers of the
community, and our appreciation of
our volunteer community is
underpinned by our work with
Lions. Our volunteers are involved
in many aspects of ALHD, from our
Kennel Enrichment Program to
individuals who provide low and
high level BGL saliva samples to
help train our Medical Alert Dogs. 

HEAR, HEAR, FOR
VOLUNTEERS

We also have volunteers who are involved
in our Puppy Program, caring for 8-week-
old pups for up to ten months, and people
involved in the Guardian Program, caring
for dogs in our Breeding Program between
litters and into retirement.  

We value each and every Lions member
who commit their time and energy to the
many community initiatives that can only
succeed with the support of volunteers. 
As always, we invite all Lions Clubs and
their members anywhere across Australia
to join us in celebrating this important
week in any way you can.


